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finite ? If finite, must it not cease to be abso-
lute, total, and complete? If the Infinite,
again, is a contrast to the Absolute, must it
not be partial and unfinished, and thereby
cease to be infinite ? If it rejects every kind
of limit, how can we sever it from tho Condi-
tioned, as a mean, and from the Absolute, as a
more remote extreme ? How can the Absolute
and the Infinite be alike wholly unconceivable,
yet both be conceived as species of a common
genus, as extremes with the whole actual
universe between them, and again as two
alternatives, of which one is necessary, and
the other impossible ? How can we compare
four different theories on a subject wholly un-
thinkable, distinguish their truth or falsehood,
affirm six or seven propositions concerning it
as true, and reject twenty others as untrue and
absurd ? Yet all these paradoxes are directly
involved in this theory of the Unconditioned.
It can only trample on tho alleged contra-
dictions of Natural Theology by the help of
greater conti^adictions of its own.

In the chapter on Ultimate Religious Ideas,
in Mr, Spencer's First Principles, those dicta of
Sir W. Hamilton, as expounded in tho Bampton
Lectures on the Limits of Religious Thought,
are accepted for a decisive proof that all the